[bookmark: atom-awards-terms-and-conditions]2026 ATOM Awards Terms and Conditions
By entering the 2026 ATOM Awards (“Awards”), entrants (“Entrant” or “Entrants”) agree to be bound by the following Terms and Conditions. Failure to comply with these Terms and Conditions may render an Entrant ineligible for the Awards.
[bookmark: entry-process]1. Entry Process
1.1 All entries must be submitted via the official 2026 ATOM Awards online entry form (“Entry Form”).
1.2 Entries submitted by any means other than the Entry Form will not be accepted.
1.3 Film, television, animation and video entries must be successfully available in an accepted digital format via the Entry Form link.
1.4 Any required passwords, access codes or login details must be included within the Entry Form.
1.5 Entrants are responsible for ensuring that all submitted files, links and supporting materials are accessible and function correctly. ATOM accepts no responsibility for inaccessible, incomplete or corrupted submissions.
1.6 Entrants are encouraged to check all files and information prior to submission. If ATOM is unable to access or view an entry, the submission may be deemed ineligible.

[bookmark: submission-requirements]2. Submission Requirements
2.1 All entries must be completed and submitted by the published closing date and time as advertised on the ATOM Awards website.
2.2 Entrants must upload a minimum of three (3) still images from the production for publicity and promotional purposes.
2.3 Entries may be submitted in any language. Productions containing non-English dialogue or significant on-screen text must include English subtitles.
2.4 ATOM reserves the right to request additional supporting materials or information to assist with judging.

[bookmark: eligibility]3. Eligibility
3.1 The ATOM Awards are open to residents of Australia and New Zealand and to creators of productions produced substantially within Australia and/or New Zealand.
3.2 All productions entered into the 2026 ATOM Awards must have been completed within the eligibility period (2025-26).
3.3 Productions previously entered into the ATOM Awards are ineligible for re-entry unless expressly approved by ATOM.
3.4 Entrants may submit multiple productions.
[bookmark: student-divisions]Student Divisions
3.7 Student entries must be submitted in the appropriate division:
· Junior: Foundation to Year 4
· Middle: Years 5–8 
· Senior: Years 9–12 
· Tertiary: Students enrolled in a recognised university, TAFE, film school or registered tertiary institution.
3.8 Student productions may be created individually or collaboratively.
3.9 Teachers, schools, tertiary institutions and educational organisations may submit entries on behalf of students.
3.10 For collaborative productions, a nominated teacher or representative may submit on behalf of the production team.
3.11 ATOM reserves the right to request evidence of enrolment or educational status for any student entry.

[bookmark: entry-fees]4. Entry Fees
4.1 Entry to the 2026 ATOM Awards is free.
4.2 ATOM reserves the right to introduce entry fees in future years.

[bookmark: copyright-and-licensing]5. Copyright and Licensing
5.1 Entrants retain full copyright ownership of all submitted works.
5.2 By entering the Awards, entrants grant ATOM a non-exclusive, non-transferable, worldwide, royalty-free licence for five (5) years from the date of entry to:
1. use excerpts of up to two (2) minutes from the production for judging, Awards presentations and promotional purposes;
1. publicly screen all or part of the production at Awards presentations, finalist screenings, educational showcases, festivals, national screening programs and associated ATOM events;
1. reproduce and communicate still images, trailers, synopses and production information for the promotion and publicity of the Awards and ATOM initiatives;
1. reproduce the entrant’s name, biography and photograph (where supplied) for promotional purposes;
1. communicate finalist trailers, excerpts and still images via ATOM websites, publications, social media channels and partner platforms.
5.3 Should ATOM wish to use an entrant’s production for purposes beyond those outlined above, ATOM will seek additional permission from the entrant.

[bookmark: finalists-and-award-recipients]6. Finalists and Award Recipients
6.1 Finalists and award recipients may be invited to participate in screenings, interviews, photographs, media opportunities and promotional activities associated with the Awards.
6.2 Finalists agree that ATOM may publicly announce finalists and winners via websites, publications, media releases, newsletters and social media platforms.
6.3 Finalists may be invited to provide additional promotional materials, including trailers, photographs and biographies.

[bookmark: moral-rights]7. Moral Rights
7.1 ATOM will attribute creators wherever their work is used under these Terms and Conditions.
7.2 Attribution will generally include:
· Production title;
· Name(s) of creator(s), director(s), producer(s) and/or award recipient(s).
7.3 Entrants consent to ATOM editing excerpts of productions solely for promotional purposes.

[bookmark: rights-permissions-and-clearances]8. Rights, Permissions and Clearances
8.1 Entrants are solely responsible for obtaining all necessary copyright permissions, licences, releases and authorisations for their productions prior to submission.
8.2 Entrants warrant that their submissions do not infringe the intellectual property rights, moral rights, privacy rights or any other rights of any individual or organisation.
8.3 If requested by ATOM, entrants must provide evidence of copyright clearances, talent releases or permissions.
8.4 Entrants are responsible for ensuring that appropriate permissions and releases have been obtained from all participants appearing in submitted productions.
8.5 For productions featuring persons under 18 years of age, entrants warrant that appropriate parental or guardian consent has been obtained for participation in the production and for submission to the Awards.
8.6 Entrants indemnify ATOM against any claims, losses, damages, costs or liabilities arising from any breach of these warranties.

[bookmark: judging]9. Judging
9.1 All entries will be assessed by independent judging panels appointed by ATOM.
9.2 The judges’ decisions are final and no correspondence or discussion will be entered into regarding the judging process or outcomes.
9.3 ATOM reserves the right not to present an Award in any category if the judges determine that the required standard has not been met.
9.4 ATOM reserves the right to introduce additional awards, commendations or special prizes at its discretion.
9.5 Awards will be presented at the official ATOM Awards Ceremony.
9.6 ATOM reserves the right to withdraw an award should information subsequently come to light demonstrating that an entry breached these Terms and Conditions.

[bookmark: privacy]10. Privacy
10.1 Personal information collected through the entry process will be used solely for the administration, promotion and operation of the ATOM Awards and related ATOM activities.
10.2 ATOM will manage personal information in accordance with applicable Australian privacy legislation.

[bookmark: general]11. General
11.1 Participation in the ATOM Awards constitutes acceptance of these Terms and Conditions.
11.2 ATOM reserves the right to amend these Terms and Conditions at any time. Any changes will be published on the ATOM Awards website.
11.3 Entrants, finalists and attendees are expected to conduct themselves respectfully and professionally at all ATOM Awards events. ATOM reserves the right to refuse participation or attendance to any individual whose behaviour is deemed inappropriate or contrary to the values of the organisation.
11.4 The 2026 ATOM Awards are administered by the Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM).
11.5 For all enquiries regarding these Terms and Conditions, please contact ATOM via atom@atomvic.org.
